THE STRUGGLE

By L. J Smith

This is the second book in the series of ‘The Vampire Diaries’. In the next Fabulous Five I’m going to review the third book,  ‘The Fury’. The book has 278 pages, and it is a paperback book. It’s bought in England, so the language can sometimes be hard to understand, even tough it’s easier to read than people may think. 

The three leading characters are Stefan, Damon and Elena. 

Stefan and Damon are brothers, but they hate each other. They aren’t just brothers, they are vampires too. The story takes place in USA, but the brothers are from Italy. Centuries ago they both fell in love with the same girl. She was in love with both of them, and took suicide so that they would be reconciled. They didn’t. Now the both of them are in love again with icecool Elena, whose passion for Stefan has changed her life. 

Stefan has once made a promise to his lost love centuries ago that he never would drink human blood. He’s just killing animals in the forests. He hates to be a vampire. 

Damon on the other side is the prince of darkness. He loves human blood, and he has a lot more power and strength than Stefan does. Damon tempts Elena with seductive promises of power and eternal life. 

Elena struggles to choose between them. Stefan knows only one way to get the strength he needs to save Elena from Damon. He must break his promise and taste human blood again. 

The book isn’t just about Elena, Damon and Stefan. Other characters are Elena’s friends Bonnie, Meredith, and Caroline. 

If you want to be prejudiced you could say that it’s just another of those ridiculous, teenage paperback lovestories that are easy to read. You can also find them in teenage magazines. I’ve read a lot of those. It’s bad as literature. This isn’t one of them. This is a well-written story even if it’s most for teenagers I guess. And it isn’t a silly lovestory, but it’s a lovestory. It’s so sad, that you almost could cry. It’s really heartbreaking. I think the best is that it hasn’t got a happy ending. It’s not just another of those stories about a boy and a girl that meets, fall in love, and then… a problem rises. They have to fight for their love, but it ends with a happy ending after all, and then they could live happy ever after. It’s a little bit like ‘Romeo and Juliet’, and a little bit like ‘A Vampires Diary’.  As you maybe understand I love this story. I really love it. It’s a shame that they have stopped publish more books in England. I have read the first book in Swedish, and the two other one’s in English. I like them more in English. It’s more alive then. They translate them bad.

I really recommend the book.       

